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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A network-connectable device, comprising: 
judging means for judging whether access by 

another device should be restricted; and 
5 sending means for sending the reason for the 

access restriction if access by said other device is 

restricted. 



2. The network-connectable device according to 
10 claim 1, further comprising: 

detection means for detecting time information 
related to the information possessed by said other 
device , 

wherein said sending means sends information which 
15 indicates the status of said other device according to 
the time information detected by said detection means, 
if access by said other device is not restricted. 



3. The network-connectable device according to 
20 claim 2, wherein said sending means sends information 
which indicates the reason for the access restriction 
regardless of the time information sent by said other 
device if access by said other device is restricted. 



25 



4. A network-connectable device, comprising: 
judging means for judging whether access by 
another device should be restricted; 
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detection means for detecting time information 
related to the information possessed by said other 
device ; and 

sending means for sending the status of said other 
5 device according to the judgment made by said judging 
means and the time information detected by said 
detection means . 

5. The network-connectable device according to 
10 claim 4, wherein said sending means sends information 
which indicates the reason for the access restriction 
regardless of the time information sent by said other 
device if access by said other device is restricted. 

15 6 . A network system connected with a plurality 

of computers and a plurality of network devices wherein 
one of said computers is equipped with a Web client and 
another one of said computers and one of said network 
devices are equipped with a Web server, comprising: 

20 determination means for determining to restrict 

access to said Web servers; and 

notification means for sending data about the 
restriction on access to said Web server to said Web 
client if it has been determined to restrict access to 

25 said Web server. 



7. The network system according to claim 6, 
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wherein if it has been determined to restrict access to 
said Web server and if said Web client has specified 
the update date of said data, said notification means 
sends data about the restriction on access to said Web 
5 server to said Web client regardless of whether said 

data has been updated since the specified update date. 

8. The network system according to claim 7, 
wherein said notification means notifies said Web 
10 client of the status of said plurality of network 
devices . 



9. A control method for a network- connect able 
device, comprising: 

15 a judging step of judging whether access by 

another device should be restricted; and 

a sending step of sending the reason for the 
access restriction if access by said other device is 
restricted. 

20 

10. A control method for a network-connectable 
device, comprising: 

a judging step of judging whether access by 
another device should be restricted; 
25 a detection step of detecting time information 

related to the information possessed by said other 
device ; and 
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a sending step of sending the status of said other 
device according to the judgment made by said judging 
step and the time information detected by said 
detection step. 

5 

11. A network system connected with a plurality 
of computers and a plurality of network devices , in 
which one of said computers is equipped with a Web 
client and another one of said computers and one of 
10 said network devices are equipped with a Web server, 
comprising : 

a determination step of determining to restrict 
access to said Web servers; and 

a notification step of sending data about the 
15 restriction on access to said Web server to said Web 

client if it has been determined to restrict access to 
said Web server. 



